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FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

A r e a Form n o . 

C 

R e a d i n g 

;s 1 9 2 W o b u r n S t . 

i c Name 

r i g i n a l D w e l l i n g 

r e s e n t D w e l l i n g 

h i p : HQ P r i v a t e i n d i v i d u a l 
P r i v a t e o r g a n i z a t i o n 

P u b l i c 

C ( O r i g i n a l owner N e e d h a m N i c h o l s 

IPTION: 

1 8 5 0 

S o u r c e A s s e s s o r s v a l u a t i o n l i s t 

S t y l e G r e e k R e v i v a l 

A r c h i t e c t 

E x t e r i o r w a l l f a b r i c Wood c l a p b o a r d 

O u t b u i 1 d i n g s G a r a g e 

Ma j o r a l t e r a t i o n s ( w i t h d a t e s ) I t a l i a n a t e 

p o r c h e a s t , 1 8 7 3 . S o u t h e a s t e l l 

a d d e d ; f e n e s t r a t i o n f i r s t ~ * f ' l o o r , e a s t , 

Moved Date 

Reco rded by A r c n u c u ^ ^ l P r e s s r v a t i n n S e t t i n g 
A s s o c i a t e s 

O r g a n i z a t i o n R e a d i n g H i s t o r i c a l 
C o m m i s s i o n 

Date Nover^gY|§g [g980 

A p p r o x . a c r eage 1 1 , 3 0 0 s q . f t . 

F a c e s n o r t h o n W o b u r n S t . 

c l o s e t o s t r e e t b e h i n d 

s t o n e e m b a n k m e n t . 

( S t a p l e a d d i t i o n a l s h e e t s he r e ) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE ( d e s c r i b e i m p o r t a n t a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s and 
e v a l u a t e i n t e rms o f o t h e r b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n community) 

T h i s t h r e e -bay, g a b l e - e n d G r e e k R e v i v a l h o u s e h a s a f r o n t d o o r t o t h e 
n o r t h e a s t s i d e , s o t h a t t h e l o n g s i d e i s p a r a l l e l t o t h e s t r e e t i n t h e 
e a r l i e r F e d e r a l m a n n e r . H e a v i l y p e d i m e n t e d , i t h a s l o n g s i d e l i g h t s a n d 
p a n e l e d p i l a s t e r s . 
A n I t a l i a n a t e p o r c h w a s a d d e d , p r o b a b l y i n 1 8 7 3 , a n d a d o u b l e d o o r 
i n s t a l l e d . T h i s " m o d e r n i z a t i o n " i s i n h a r m o n y w i t h t h e o r i g i n a l 
s t y l i s t i c f e a t u r e s o f t h e h o u s e . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE ( e x p l a i n t h e r o l e owners p l a y e d i n l o c a l o r s t a t e h i s t o r y 
and how t h e b u i l d i n g r e l a t e s t o t h e deve lopment o f t h e community) 

On t h e map o f 1 8 5 4 , t h i s h o u s e a p p e a r s t o h a v e b e e n t h e o n l y d w e l l i n g 
o n t h e s o u t h s i d e o f W o b u r n S t r e e t b e t w e e n W a s h i n g t o n S t r e e t a n d 
S u m m e r A v e n u e . D a n i e l P r a t t , a n d l a t e r h i s s o n - i n - l a w , B e n j a m i n 
B o y c e , o w n e d w h a t w a s c a l l e d H o l d e n s p a s t u r e : P r a t t g a v e h i s name t o 

( P r a t t S t r e e t . T h i s N i c h o l s h o u s e s h o w s , o n t h e map o f 1 8 7 5 , a s a n 
i s l a n d i n t h e l a r g e p r o p e r t y . 

I n 1 9 1 0 t h e h o u s e b e c a m e t h e p r o p e r t y o f t h e S w e e t s e r f a m i l y . M o l l i e 
S w e e t s e r w a s w e l l k n o w n f o r h e r l e a d e r s h i p i n m a n y c i v i c o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 
S h e w a s t h e f i r s t woman e l e c t e d t o t h e R e a d i n g B o a r d o f S e l e c t m e n , a n d 
s e r v e d f r o m 1 9 2 9 t o 1 9 3 3 . S h e w a s a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e t o t h e M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
S t a t e L e g i s l a t u r e f r o m 1 9 3 3 t o 1 9 3 6 . P e r c y N . S w e e t s e r , h e r h u s b a n d , 
w a s a l o c a l f u e l d e a l e r f o r 46 y e a r s . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
1 8 3 0 m a p n o 
1 8 5 4 map N . N i c h o l s ( N e e d h a m ) 
1 8 7 5 map N . N i c h o l s 
1 8 8 9 map N . N i c h o l s 

R e a d i n g : C h r o n i c l e , J u n e 2 1 , 1 8 7 3 
R e a d i n g C h r o n i c l e , J u n e 1 0 , 1 9 5 9 o b i t u a r y 
1 8 6 0 V a l u a t i o n L i s t 20M-2/80 

•jy^ y^ife 



r ~ C J ( i . irr C T _ t r T . jH 
I f ( 1 mm 

INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Form No: 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

P 0 « P; -j r"i ry MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Property Name:1 0 P r r S t . 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

'Or. 7 .». T :ON 

. a D r o ' e r s i g n i f i c a n t (1) a s p a r t o f t h e s t y l i s h v. 'oburo S t r e e t 
n e i g h b o r h o o d i n h a b i t e d c h i e f l y b y e x e c u t i v e s a n d p r o f e s s i o n a l s ; (2) f o r 
i t s c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e l o c a l l y i m p o r t a n t N i c h o l s a n d S w e e t s e r f a m i l i e s , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y s e l e c t m a n I T o l l i e S w e e t s e r ; a n d ( 3 ) a s a n e x a m p l e o f G r e e k 
R e v i v e 1 a r c h i t e c t u r e u p d a t e d d u r i n g t h e I t a l i a n a t e p e r i o d . I t r e t a i n s 
i n t e g r i t y o f l o c a t i o n , d e s i g n , s e t t i n g m a t e r i a l s , w o r k m a n s h i p , a n d f e e l ­
i n g a n d m e e t s C r i t e r i a A , E , a n d C o f t h e r a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r . 

aple to Inventory form at ;ttoro 
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FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

Tttfft 
A r e a Form n o . 

C 1 3 4 
294 W a s h i n g t o n S t r e e t , B o s t o n , MA 02108 

Reading 

s s 192 W o b u r n S t r e e t 

r i c Name 

O r i g i n a l D w e l l i n g 

P r e s e n t D w e l l i n g 

s h i p : G 3 P r i v a t e i n d i v i d u a l 
P r i v a t e o r g a n i z a t i o n 

P u b l i c 

O r i g i n a l owner N . N i c h o l s ' 5 9 . 

R I PT ION : 

Da t e c 1831-54 

S o u r c e 

S t y l e G r e e k R e v i v a l 

A r c h i t e c t 

E x t e r i o r w a l l f a b r i c W o o d c l a p b o a r d 

O u t b u i l d i n g s G a r a g e 

M a j o r a l t e r a t i o n s ( w i t h d a t e s ) I t a l i a n a t e 

p o r c h a d d i t i o n e a s t . S o u t h - e a s t 

e l l a d d e d , f e n e s t r a t i o n " f i r s t f l o o r 
e a s t . 

Moved Da te 

A p p r o x . a c r e a g e U n d e r o n e a c r e 

R e c o r d e d by A r c h i t e c t u r a l P r e s e r v a t i o n S e t t i n g F a c e s n o r t h o n Wnhnrn £<-rppr 
A s s o c i a t e s 

O r g a n i z a t i o n R e a d i n g H i a r . o r f r . a l Commission c l o s e t o s t r e e t b e h i n d 

Da te N o v e m b e r 30, 1980 s t o n e e m b a n k m e n t 

( S t a p l e a d d i t i o n a l s h e e t s h e r e ) 



ARCHITECTURAL S IGNIF ICANCE ( d e s c r i b e i m p o r t a n t a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s and 
e v a l u a t e i n t e rms o f o t h e r b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n communi ty ) 

This three bay gable end Greek R e v i v a l house has a f r on t door to the 
s i d e , se- t ha t the long s ide i s p a r a l l e l to the s t r e e t i n the e a r l i e r 
Federa l manner. H e a v i l y pedimented, i t has long s i d e l i g h t s and 
panneled p i l a s t e r s . 
An I t a l i a n a t e porch was added to the e l l , probably 1860-80 and a 
double door i n s t a l l e d . This "mode rn i za t i on " i s i n harmony w i t h the 
o l de r s t y l i s t i c f ea tures o f the house. 

HISTORICAL S IGNIF ICANCE ( e x p l a i n t h e r o l e owners p l a y e d i n l o c a l o r s t a t e h i s t o r y 
and how t h e b u i l d i n g r e l a t e s t o t h e d e v e l opmen t o f t h e communi ty ) 

On the map of 1854, t h i s house appears to have been the on ly d w e l l i n g 
on the south s ide of Woburn S t r ee t between Washington S t r ee t and 
Summer Avenue. D a n i e l P r a t t , and l a t e r h i s s o n - i n - l a w , Benjamin 
Boyce owned what was c a l l e d P r a t t ' s pas ture , which gave i t s name to 
P r a t t S t r e e t . Th is N i cho l s house shows, on the map of 1875, as an i s l a n d 
i n the large p roper ty . 

) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY a n d / o r REFERENCES 
Pie-f 1830 - no 

- 1854 - N. N i cho l s 
" 1875 - N. N i cho l s 
* 1889 - N. N i cho l s 

Wad l in , V o l . I & I I 

20M-2/80 


